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FUHEREAL: knolds and ch
From Sally Beck

in Manila
ORMER Philippines
First Lady Imelda

Marcos iz in reflective
mood: “I'm selfless, |
"EII“}" give it all." she SayE,

Thi= i5 a somewhat surprising
Statement, Aol least because the
Guinness Book of Records attri-
butes 1he biggest robbery in
history to Imelda and her late
husband, deposed president
Ferdinand Marcaos,

Ihe FPhilippines government
claimed that the extravagant
couple milked £3.3 Bilion from the
country’s economy during 30 years
of autecratic power., Imelda subse-
quently received an 18-year prison
senbence for corrupdion. At the
moment £he i oot on ball pending
an apepeeall

 But Imelda is insistent. *I'm a
ver,” she saye. "This could have
aeen my day of rest but if there Is one
day | can wse to help an old
Eriend | E

This Is the former beasty quers's
way of explaining that she & akisng a
bréak froem hber own earspalgns.
IH-I:iIr & ban an holding pubdic offics,
Imelda is neaning for congress, asding
son Bonghsang in his béd for the senate
and helping Marcos loyalist Vieente
hagzaysay Eo win gpovernmsen! office.

It quickly becomes apperent
that supporling Mr Magsaysay i
o o preilanthropic act By [he
E-year.old bneida, ralber anather
opporturdty  for  ruthless  self-
promobion. dlda & on a guesl,
she wanls o becomse “Modber fo
et Phifdopiress ™
Shw wands to be back in power g0d

tomorrow, when Filipinos go to the
pilis, she intends to win a place on the
political Indder, Teday is an all-out
dlistraticn of her delermennisnmn

I sians &l & pemtbouse in apeearket
Makati. in Mamila's fnamceal distnct.
The huxaricus 3ih Ooor apamnmeent,
with itz palished woosd Msors, prioeless
anklgees and ail paintisgs (wilh a =
light iMlumiraing a portrait of Froelda),
has been lend toher by & friend. This is

because thy government has seques-
tered all the Martos propery, effsc-
tively making Imelds Bomeless.

In a corner of the largish drawing

ildran with hor husband Ferdinand's coffn in 1893

MISSIOHN: imelda halps son Bonrgiong

room is & baby grand plamo, the top af
which B been [u It mmtrlli:‘-
of & roghaes’ gallery.
Seven rows of framed phot -
aliw Imelda with imMerasitanal |||;t.
cal figares wham she jokingly re o]
as ~the monsters of the world™.
There ix Imebda with Gaddafl,
Lastro, Saddam Hussein and Chalps
irisun Mao.
She reveals that Mao osce paid her
the “greatest complimesl”. Apparesify
nas “Why do vou admire Mg
Marcos s much™ Maao lied: =Wall
becaise she s natural, an hEl"s per-

fetion.”
Al e memaory of this, lmelds
bearms like & small child swarded 10

ol of 1 for her homsewark

LG RED hebind the 5 AE®
mare shots af In with
seemdingly less imnporiant fig-
ureés from her pasi — Hon
Heagan, [Elm star Letsorge Hamihon,
Prisice Charles angd Prifcess Margaret
~ 4he walks in and your eyes are
irstamtly drawes g s feel, While poor
Filipinos siruggked 1o saf, Ioelda
became infamogs for owning 0500
palrs of ghoes
Mot 3000, cormects 5ol Vasgl,
Inseldn’'s Press secretary, “When Cory
Aguimd took over from the Marcoses
arel moved e Malacanang Palaoe
shi counled shoes, nof pairs.” she

¢] owned only 1,500 pairs
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MOBBED: Admiring crowds greel Imelda a4 sk chanvasaes Tor hoe 200 whils pressing her own case for oltico

smys. Imelda adds: “In my cupboands
Ihere were only shoes, mo one found
any sxeleions ™

Shee 15 dressed inored and povy, the
colpwrs of the Fikiping Mag amdd, yes,
1kt inclades her I!:q:-H a modest pair
of red. p-loe. embroddered espa-
drilles, Thi rest af FBer Oull# COMmprises
navy ski-pants, & red jacket omd a
Soo0p-neck biouse showlng an inch or
i of cloavage. Uver her right shoul
oder 8 8 red asd Blue silk scart; on ber
lefi is pinned & gold, pig-shaped
brooch and beneath that s &n enam
elled brooch of the Fikipinog Mg

*I'ini bajianifg 6 & oV iy martyr
dam,” she sayx with a false-sounding
laugh. Imelda says that the gowern-
meml 1% irying 1o desqumdily her [rom
staniding for congress, telling her she
has ol Been fesident in her home
lown of Levie For ke I'I:"I.'|I.'|'|I'IZ"I] 12
Ml

It has afso withdroen ker elphl
bodvguarda, an enifibement r-lllﬁ:

Al

mer First Ladies. “Ferfaps my (il
has expired™ They just don’t Tnow
what to do with me Buf [ am
having fir"

Today's “fus” Feelping Vie Mag-

H"l' starls wilh & coach erip.
: !II:.. the single-decker is pastered
Wil postess that say “Vede Dongbong
Marcos™, ned “Vide Vie Magpsavsay”
and there ane “Vobe Inselda Marcos
cards in ber Gueci bag

ATver mn hoar, the coach slops al Ehe

Spanish-style villa of Jnime Opinion
E T |aw_lp|.'r. i bk bk mvore than
200 putstanding civil and crimdnal
wrils. "My husband sald exaggersiEon
is amother form of Gsicaton™ she
saye. diEmissdng them as she might
irrlating fan betlers. She leaves alier
signming several documents.

Pepxt 0@ 15 Sacriloe Valley, home
tar o sfrict Catholic orgnakation rus by
Imeddn’s friend. Mana Leonzon. The
dictator's widow is obviously il
immensely popular becasse harefoot
villapers moh her as she armives. She
stays I minglge asd., back on ihe
coach, whispers conspiratorially:
"I"Iu.-%1 will vobe for Bomghong They
lowwe hém, hee's kg his Tagheer."

HE ARRIVES twa hours labe s

Vic Magsayeav's rundown

calanial-dyle house. Vie served

||II'_- larcos goveraimes) for 20
yeass and is a mephew of the respecied
President Ramon Magsavsay, kalled in
o plane crasls in the Fifthes.

-":"-'r-'!l'l i Bebs] help, Madem Mar-
cof is always willing,” Vic announoes,
constantly addressing Imelda ax *Firss
Latly™, Aler a short speech, in which
ihe mentions Bonghong. Ieelda
crocns a Filiping love song (Give me
yoar help because 1 am pitiful and
dying™) 1o the IS0 enowid

Ihe duy's real basiness Wic's
ampaign — begins al fGpm In the

of shoes, nothing like 3,000?

village =quare. Imelda joins Vic and
five other candidaies on ihe campaign
platfiorm: bl only six villagers have
arrived. By the time Imelda speaks two
hosars later, 500 people ane waiieg.
_Her speech is not aboal wotleg for
Wic, but this is no sarprise. It stemms
instead o ConcEMrmabe an predrmod L
Bonghong and chearing the Marcos
aarme, “Dhd 1 kill amvome? she asks 1he
crowd. "Whai did [ steal? | jusg Eave.
Al am guilty of & trying to make the
Fhilippines a place of beawy.”

e Iraidcda’s eves Chere has been
ma crime. She plosses aver Ker
voears @ exile, the plundered bl
liorms ard her husbond’s years of
repressive mariial o She -
[raoys Rersell of a sorFf of
Ehree-o tabiraal Disney charme-
tir, profably Snow While
As Tar helpang Wi :‘u'lu_p-n'a.uly. Wi Teer

presence alone was cnough then she
sChiEved ﬁ!‘lﬂl.ﬂ!h.ilq{ Bisiinasne she spent
nee time extolling his virtues. The real
resuson for the brip becomies clear when
she lets slep: ©1 would sy 250000 exira
wles, Mol had for o day's work”

And althowugh she spent the da
plugging I.T-uur;%wm she confesses: <[
the people wanied s (o be president
iEsnid of Bon il would nod bBe o
problem, lor him or for mee”

Sa saye 1he mlt-?rulnlmm giver,
the woman who would |8 her epitaph
1o read “Here b love™, Somesanse &
has codned the word [mebdific =i
means frivolous.  sxiravagant  &nd
excessive,” says [melds adding: "1 am
porceivied o be everything you'd think
wifly.” Somehow the Imelda roadshow
has gone horribly sery,

P, HAITYES BAA

©This
could
have
been
my
day of
rest. |
give
all to
the
people.
Il am a
giver.
Did I
kill
people?
What
did I
ever
steal?
[ just
gave?




