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"We are trying to save all the animals, but we are taking

mood is changing. It seems the clephants are slowly being driven
mad, becoming the animal kingdom's equivalent of displaced
Abonigines or Eskimos, who despaired at the destrsction of their
cuilres, “You Gkl s l||.-|_'=|:' I:'IIfIIIFJ.'--i'I.IiIL" |:‘||.-;|r.|:|.',' RIS |L'|'|.'i|:u;rq_= X
the pictune of colonialism with his sirong dean-shaven face, brl-
liameained |uir. .'|||.-|,;| I,:li.ll'i-!l.'illll' slors 'ﬂnl.'ve', ¥oan '|.-.1:||_|||:| T |:|:|.1. Ui
found herds dishanding but now it's not unusual for a migratory
herd 1o move through here and leave two or theee elephanes
behind. Elephanis are also marianchal animals: ics unheard of for
them o abandon their sick or their voung, but mow U'm begmning
1o hear stones of duis happening, too.”

n a visit e an elephant orphanage on the borders
of Bhutan, we hear a story that demonsirates the
srengih of the elephant’s sense of |',1||1i|}_ The
ramshackle animal shelter on the outsking of
J;t|:|!|a|ur4 Matiod] Park 1z 2 sanctuary for aban-
doned baby elephants and the illegitimate” calves
al domestie eows and wild bull l:'|1'|r|'|:'|.|:|!e-. Hers livies apae |1:_|;|:|E||:l.'.
healthy, two-year-old elephant, who affectionaely winds her
wrunk around my waist a5 [ hear ber wale. Six ||m||:||:|-. ago, she
neardy drowned when she fell into the rapids of the nearby Torsa
river. Her mother waded an, frantically tmang o save her, Two
eiher elephants joined the distraught cow, but all three drowned
in their rescue agtemnps. T Iu.-urphanul baly was later washed up
alive further downstream, What 15 daving an animal with swech a
s of ||'_|'|..'|I|:-|. [LERA R Ty l!lhllh'-ltlg wnchis I.r.bﬁl.'l‘ulu behavigar?
The 1'!{1:-|u||: 15 a long-ranging migratory animal char needs a
'|‘I-'|'|.'|l:. 'h'JI'Jl.'l"- of bood. For S 000 _!-ll..1.r':-~ herds have iravelle I;F
I||r|.|1|1,:h. denze ju.n:_-_l-,- 163 Fimed swstenamnee, b in e past fifteen
years, India’s exploding human popalation (gao million in g6,
increasing annually by 20 million) has bed o the steady erosion
of ies jlm;!.-.lz habitar, ||I|'|1I!II'|P. its bong-distance quest for food.
s gemng worse, savs Ravinder, who is seated in the large
garden of his Imn;.alnm' on the wea estate, Two feet away, we can
;Imrl'. zi the h"l-"' tl:l-l:-l.l,lnll['i- of a stray 1.'||.'|:||‘ur|l whi r1||;|1,'¢| i
hl.-ﬂahh patch, “We are trving to save all the animals, but we are
l.ll.ll'l;..h ERLE L their haliae. Where can I!hl.'|. [tthﬂli'l.hn:'n:: AN W J_rr-"‘
There is no bittermess in his statement, just fatherdy concern.
Inn India, elephams are revered and '|.'|='EII'H||||:|JI:'{|- Clove aaf thee
central gods of Hinduizm = the elephant god Ganesh, “god of
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protection and remover of obstacles”. “Elephams have always
been pan of Indian tradition,’ explains photographer and
researcher Aditva Patenkar, who .;ll,‘i'“l:l:lleﬁl,'dj Mark Shand on
his journeys. “The elephant has always been a symbol of rovalty
and a svmibsol of wealth, ll"l. CHE G S "'I"E'l" e, 165 Ik hiave g
Mercedes or a eaw. It is an awesome creature: intelligent, gen-
il amd :nll‘l:lll;;, Whenever [ e g, 20 ].I.r",..'\,!'.. bt 546 ||||:n'-|;|||;|l_l.
qquiet, | stop and hold my breash.”

B el eacle 1I|-_l..l."III!'!'.I| 1:-|:|||1|||||| 1% llll‘lllrl!... anil T lnsclizn=
have lost patience with the increasingly unpredictable behaviour
of tll.'lflhq’lll.l'h. Last vear, more than o0 people were Killed by
rampaging elephants = 55 of them in Bengal. As a resuly, half of
the Bengali herds are peppercd with shotgun pellees. Ie s mwot
surprising that chey are constantly angry,

“The Bengal elephant population is doomed.” predicts Mark
Shancl. "I'In.-_-.- A f l':|-.|.F|:|u,=m;|,'-|,L1|:|f;_',' haven B 1,=J:|ru|F|‘| el
and there is nowhere for them o go. They are becoming brazen
= thusv |t|r||:n:||1..-|.-r!|.|~l Coame ot ai I1Ij.ll1 1|1|:"| COMTTE Gk In l]:n, {|a1.,
tocy, There have been cases where villagers have thrown burning
worches ar them, and el l'll."i!|l¢lll"~ have |:||:-| ked thom up aniel
throw them back, Tt won't be long before there is sironger ret-
ribution. The voung people now want all the elephams shot”

At Bainggoone Tea Garden, 1ckm from Mal Bazar, Shukra
Fanclo limips wwands s, Owisade his primitive bamboo bt with
its cormugated-iron roof, he wells how he barcly survived an ele-
phane apack in which his faend died, crushed by the foot of a
big tusker, hiz neck broken and his orse badly mangled.
Yashoda, the dead man's widew, books sullen as Shukea recalls
the incident. A large crowd gathers, stepping round ihe free-
roaming chickens and gears, drawn by the gory ale. "We lhad
Bien at a cock I_lg]it.' |.':l.|:|E|i|h. thi: farmer labourer, who an cthae
might staggered home, drunk on Ardfe “We wok a shom o
through the tea garden. An elephant came at us from the back
and charged. He crushed my friend. 1 ran and fell over. bue
coubdn’t get up. The elephant Kicked me and [ funoed. He broke
my hip, [ was in hospital for a few weeks, and [ cannot work now.”

Back ar I‘I.Il‘i.il:li!{]:li., whvere termhed labsourers refuse o .]uﬂ: in
their houses, and take refuge in the factory, Nakar Badai lifis his
"\-I'Iir‘ 147 !'\-hi:l'ﬂ' e Ay itll"ﬁ' SCAr l'llllrl!‘lll.. I:II FINan ]II = "‘-!'.I‘:II‘IJI'II‘. ..r\'l.'-ll
FEEATS A0, 3 YOung wisker came 1o my house looking for food.” he
5-.=|'|.5~_ 1 tll"l:‘[:l.'vﬂ 1|I||.Ih|:!l:' The el |r|1.t||! 1.|1|]_._!|I e o Ik I:n:lnk

then | passed out. He ripped open my stemach, [ was uncon-

aptostis for thinee EI'I.'\"\, When | camee o, [ had g2 stinches and three
broken ribs.” He says he is not angry with the elephant, just glad
he managed o save his wifie and five-year-obd child.

It used 1o be that, just as the Indians respeated the elephant,
the o= |_1||.l|||1 liad a ||.4,u|1'|:|'|. riovs et for them. In e garden,
Ravinder's servants ane handi ing roand ginger cake and pounng
hesmasgromwn tea as he tells another story, which illustrates the
elephant’s capacity for guilt and shame.

Six vears ago, one of our workers left his hut for a cll of
nature, and starthed 2 nearby elephant It picked him up, vook
him away, and gored him o death with its tsks, It was a delib-
e 2 1 £ \'il;.'il'"l"- 1.|.|:'|E\.k I"I]E\.'H. i.l iy l."l"d! I'lil'll “1:'. 'l'-'!"".'d"" L .I:i.{ll' ]‘li"\-
body.” It seemed the elepham was ashamed, and was trving to
hiche evidenoe of its wicked deed. Then. it seemed, it had an
amtack of conscience: “Afver the man's funeral, the elephant visited
the grave every day for ten days, Tt didn’t erample i, it juse stood
next 1o it as a mark of respeot.”

e situation is serous, w0 what 15 being done? Ar a
local lewed, dlve tea-plamivers have tried cleonic fenoes,
bt ehee elephants found dheir ousks did mot condusct
the current and knocked them down There is a gov-
emnment clephant pawrol to scare starving clephanes
away from the villages and ea gardens, and we joined
the Mal sepuad one night = 3 wemifying expericnce.

The rangers have one Land-Rover equipped with a powerful
wirret searchlight, a few boxes of firccrackers, and a couple of
ancient rifles. The eight men, all so slight we wondered if they
could strangle a chicken between them, pulled down their hand-
kniwed balaclavas, and prepared for action.

Al Bg7pm, thene: was a distress call from Bathan Famu Three
elephants were wreeking workers” houses, Chief ranger Prabhat
Rumar Das gave the onrder to move out, and filveen mimaes later
we arrived just in time (o see one isker wrecking its sixth hue. The
Land-Rover seoeeched to a halt as dhree ]!tl.lj.'.t' Erey H|1'I-j:n."=
appearcd in the gloom. One elephant mmed o face us, tumpee-
ing and threatening w0 charge. Then the shouting began, One
ranger it a stning 1:.[ fircerackers, another fred a 'u.r!ll: v of shots in
the air. Villagers gathered behind us waving burning torches, and
e clephanis sopped chewing for a moment. Tentatvely, they

away their habitat. Where can llm go° ? Where can we go?’

ook a few steps towards us, and the drver slammed the Land-
Rewver anioe reverse 1Y sk I!|!|1"¢ i |1.I.'I"|._\,l.'\l|:| As fnone Iln-u.u L'l.'l'-- W
throwvn, and more rifles fired, at last the elephants began to retreat

These methods affer no long-term solution, an-l.'l.mr an inter
national level, animal-lovers such as Mark Shand are scrambling
to help. They need co-operaion from governments, help to wach
people how o colabit with the elephant, and, most il'|l|:H:l-:r‘I:.1I:l:|r'|'.
b tracts of land 1o set aside where the elephant can live in peace.

You're dealing with a formidable and very cunning animal
whieh iz ¢ |1.t||,_4|:|" |:|I|l|-: kly," says Mark, who \|h.'ll-{|= as muech gime
.|'¢..|'|l. e 1] 'I-I:IIH_I r.\jl"-lll" I rIII‘II:H IIII 0] ] II'IHJ'I IIIF 0 Ii. Ill'l 1IEs Bk '-a[!..F
habitats] is a very expensive process. They haven't got it righ
wiel; tlsere an: ||'.u|l.'- fataligees, amd vou It"l'l.l.' ro miove whole
herds. It's like me or vou being maoved from a busy city like
London to te Outer Hebrides. It would be so hard for us o
adjust, and very hard for us w be accepted.

“Wih 1,'l|.1|:||r1||1= it is the same. They've got to get on with the
other familics in the new area. and the other families are likely wo
think that there is not enough land and stant pushing them out
Then the aggression stars”

As a trustee of the charity Fauna & Flora, Mark has recently
wion the support of the Vietnanusoe govermmaent, which is keen
to save its tny population of 4oo elephants, Despite small sue-
coesses, Mark Fears ot 1% an |||,:||!|'i|| strugele. °l hmu—nly think we
ahall have 1o lose a couple of major species before anvone realises
how serous the prabilem iz, If the oger or the rhino dimmnun':l.
it would make people think, “Yes, this can actwally happen - and
i our hifetme”

To illustrate the seriousness of the situation, Mark quoses
Douglas Chadwick, author of Fake of the Efgpdhane "It occurmed to
me that the fate of the last true land gians might weach all of us
what the future might be like insofar as elephant conservation
measures our willingness to proteat large areas of the natral
waorld, If we ane not able to safeguard wild lands in sufficiently
big tracts, then the prooeses and patterns that shaped existing
haological communities can no longer operate a5 thiy have for
millions af VEars, and that would mark the end of naral history.,
As Mark savs, “This is a real sobering thought”

Fiouna & Flora foternationad, Avian Efephanr Appeal, Freepost
axeaoss, Grear Eavtern flowce, Tenison Read, Cambridge car 207
(Freefone: o800 152696,
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